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Sample Word 97-2003 document

A free sample .doc file from 99helpers.com/file-types/doc. It holds the features most Word documents use, saved in the binary format of Word 97 to 2003, so you can test how a program opens, converts or previews them. All names in it are fictional.

Text formatting

In a .doc file the text of the whole document sits in one run of characters, and the formatting is kept in separate tables that say which character ranges are bold, italic, underlined, coloured or highlighted, plus H2O and x2.

This paragraph has a comment attached to it, from a fictional reviewer.

Characters beyond English: café, Zürich, Ελληνικά, Русский, 中文, € £ ¥ → ✓. Word 97 and later store text as Unicode, so these survive.

Lists

· Bulleted lists use the List Bullet style

· Each item is an ordinary paragraph with list formatting

· The list definitions live in the table stream

1. Open the file

2. Change something

3. Save it and compare

A table
	Format
	Extension
	In Word

	Word 97-2003 document
	.doc
	Default in Word 97 to 2003

	Word document
	.docx
	Default since Word 2007

	Rich Text Format
	.rtf
	Opens and saves

	OpenDocument Text
	.odt
	Opens and saves


An image

Pictures in a .doc file are stored in the Data stream of the compound file, and the text holds a special character that marks where each one goes.
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Figure 1: a generated bar chart (PNG image, fictional data).

Headings and styles

The headings use Word's built-in Heading styles, so they appear in the navigation pane and in a table of contents.

A quotation, using the Quote style.

Header and footer

The header shows where this file comes from. The footer holds PAGE and NUMPAGES fields, which Word replaces with the current page number and the page count.

No macros

A .doc file can carry VBA macros. This one doesn't: it was written by LibreOffice from a macro-free source and contains no Macros storage.

Licence

Free to use for testing, teaching and demos, commercially or not, with no attribution needed.

�A sample comment, stored in the document's table stream.
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